Red Action 



Oi WM Mnd August the 
B.N.P. held an election 
■»«In* In teeter• Field 
School, Bethnal Green. Both 
the Mlltant and the S.W.P. 
«*lllsed to occupy the 
•chool at 7pa despite krav¬ 
ing In advance that the 
police would only open the 
door* after the arrival 
of the &N.P. at B.ISpm. 
teturally thl* tactic eas 
of no practical value and 
"•» dellherately (elected 
to alloe only verbal catont. 
A* on other occasion* ahen 
a confrontation did occur 
their supporters played 
the alloted role (and seaed 
for the amt part happy 
to do so) of cheer leaders 
or neutral observers, teen 
the B.N.P. finally shoued 
and approached the visibly 
apprehensive plckett, there 
ms none of thalr usual 
•mfjer. For uhere they 
■arched 40 motors of tetl- 
Fasclst Action cheerfully 
fol loaml. In the presence 
of the police ue were denied 
entrance to this public 
■aetlM by fhP. 

•towards and a brief brael 
ensued. The organisations 
teo had stood and watched 
i (mediately organised a 
public aretlng with speeches 
liberally peppered with 
blood-curdling pr anises. 
An elusive nssxwr of a 
Fascist gang anted with 
pick-axe handles In the 
vicinity caused the ripples 
of applause to be replaced 
with ripples of panic, lhe 
locals present were not 
visibly Increased. Toner 
Haslets Is a solid working 
class area. In the recent 
local elections 12 Tory 
candidates massed only 
500 votes between than. 
The borough also has the 
highest ratio of racial 
attacks In the entire 
country. In the latest 


PROTECTION RACKET 


election one B.N.P. candid¬ 
ate got a boost 300 votes 
on his asm. The success 
of the far right Is test- 
cmony to the coiplete I nod 
aquacey of the far left. 
Anmg black. Aslan and telte 
mrklnc class kids they 
are totally devoid of any 
credibility. The situation 
will continue to deteriorate 
until as a very first step 
the constituency Is properly 
contested and )ust as Im¬ 
portant be seen to be cont¬ 
ested. 

The S.W.P. Mlltant might 
continue to pretend that 
they actually have a battle- 
plan but stripped down It 
Is exposed as nothing but 
the disjointed antics of 
the Indifferent, the imxnp- 
etent and the Inept. 

At least the S.W.P. In 
Bethnal Green put a plckett 
on the right school unlike 
their counter-parts In 
Enfield 4 days earlier who 
contrived to call a counter 
doranstrat Ion at the wrong 
station. Infornfed weeks 
In advance by A.F.A. amg 
others, that the N.F. plann¬ 
ed to amrch Iron Southbury 
Station. They rallied their 
supporters at Enfield stat¬ 
ion Instead. They then 
contained In their paper 
Socialist tether' that 
the police "pe n ned 200 Anti- 
Fascists la a cul de sac 
for two hours." They anitted 
to mention that (despite 
vehomnt protests frcoA.F.A 
they deliberately choose 
the cul de sac. 

Having adaltted that their 
intention was to get within 
Shoutint distance of the 
Fasclsts*(l) there Is the 
possibility that In future 
In the absence of a convien- 
lent cul de sac the Revol¬ 
utionary vanguard will be 
asked to turn up with their 
<xm crash barriers. 


CRASH COURSE! 


bo alarmed. Bad Action's repu ta tion with the constabulary for his Of 
fair play baa aot bean compromised. Vo have la fact boon against 


la all the speech-making sad thalr owa 'vital lataraats*. 
phrasemongering over the Iraqi (which ara of course the 
invstiOB of Kuwait, there has opposite of those of the 
been one small word that must indigenous populations), 

hava been la everyone's mind wasters countries were 
- yet was never spoken by prepared to dismiss the fact 
politician, TV pundit or that the regimes they 
newspaper columnist. It has supported ware staffed by 
to rash alongside tho most feudal barbarians specialising 
remarkable ommlsloas of our in totalitarian control, torture 
time. Sea If you can spot the and Imprisonment. At laast 
mlaelng word In Mrs Thatcher's they wars oar feudal 

masterpiece of hypocrisy: barbarians. 

"Iraq has violated and occupied Iraq has long been a military 
the territory of a country dictatorship, ruled by the 
which Is a full member of the brutal leadership of a single 
UN. This Is totally man. It Is known to torture 

unacceptable. If It Is allowed and kill Its political opponents 
to endure, there would be on a scale perhaps as large as 
many other small oations that of any country In the 
which could never feel safe." world. la recent history It 
Many other small nations such started a war that cost over a 
a* - PANAMA! There too, a million dead. It Is known to 
dictator ran a country with have slaughtered thousands of 
the utmost cooperation from Its own population using 
the West until he started to chemical weapons and has 
show too much Independence threatened to wipe out the 
and from an ally and friend population of another country 
paid 1100,000 a year by the In a similar fashion. Despite 
CIA, was suddenly discovered this, Britain sod the U8 have 
to have been a gangster all maintained to the very 
along and had to be Invaded, minute of the Iraqi Invasion of 
The U8 Invasion of Panama has Kuwait that It Is vital to 
been documented as having remain on polite and 
caused 1,000 clvlliaa deaths, "diplomatic” terms with 
while by contrast, even a Sadaam Hussein. They, 
British Bmbassy official has together with France and W. 
said that Iraqi troops had been Oormany (who supplied the 
"pretty scrupulous" Is avoiding materials for tho manufacture 
civilian casualties. Obviously, of poison gas) have supplied 
there must be some other Iraq with the military 
difference In the eyes of hardware and training that 
politicians and the media maintained the dictatorship la 
between the Iraqis taking over power and enables It to 
a small 'Independent' country repress its owa dissident 
and tho U8 doing tho same. population and proeecut* Its 

Yet It was only recently that wars with the aim of becoming 
we endured the remarkably a regional superpower. They 
uaadifylng sight of British have emphasised the need to 
ministers being humble to Iraqi maintain and promote trade 
government touts who seat with this country by all 
back the excutod body of a available means, although this 
British cltison with taunts and has certainly had the effect of 
Insults. It was known to all strengthlng the totalitarian 
that la Iraq, Saddam Hussein's regime. The week after tbs 
regime had attempted genocide sentence passed on Basoft, the 
on its owa Kurdish population, US lent Iraq 1500 million, part 
killing 5,000, using chemical of Its largest agricultural aid 
weapons that are universally package In the world, 
condemned for their barbarity. Not only Iraq has benefited 
Despite all that, Britain's from this soft spot for 
response to the Basoft murderous Arsb dictatorship*, 
execution was distinctly muted For example, there is Saudi 
and British companies were Arabia, an absolute monarchy 
exhorted to pay no attention banging on at the end of the 
to the matter and get on with twentieth century, where the 
the business of drumming up king rules by royal decree and 
as much trade with the which according to Amnesty 
despotic regime of Sadaam International, has tortured and 
Husaaln as they could. The killed 700 of Its polltiosl 
rich pickings offered by that opponents during the past six 
country's oil-financed years. AU political parties 

recoast ruction aftar the war and Trade Unions are banned, 
with Iran were too great to be The kingdom has no penal code 
resisted. Ireq's victory then or constitution. Detainees are 
was presented as a victory hold In solitary conflnoment 
also of tho West - quite without access to lawyers or 
rightly, since Iraq couldn't families and without charge or 
have won without tho military trial. Heads and hands are 
and financial backing of the publioly chopped off (Including 
western powers, principally tho recently those of If Kuwaiti 
US. Iraq was still a 'friend*, political prisoners) to 

Watting compliant client atataa encourage the rest. Woman 
in the Middle Bast to ensure are publicly stoned to death. 

•oajri against a mentally Impaired maa. despite notes from 
his OF. the CMson's Adrian Borneo ends Hospital sad 
against a youth whom the court accepted hud ao fixed abode 
pw y g “* "P*"* to «*«*pt la law from tho FoO 
T “J? «• Bring to bo eaat la to 

oooflBoatn hie cardboard box. The print le however that by 
ari* these Maytag tactics aad la the prooeae frequoatiy 
f tacla g **• °°« rt *° ■ rircas - they have never before been 
faood with easoo where people are politically organised - tho 
ooeacll has bean hamstring la Its efforts to actsaDy gat the 
mosey oat of people's pockets. There are MM sammoaooa 
ta ha Issoed la this area, aad at the present rata It will take 


aTol't pi? STSTST JlLartaqp^tease' fU'aoaoefltai 

bean applying for liability orders. Tho orfchsal plan of 


ueorge Bush then says: is a secondary mitter. Direct 

The Integrity of Saudi Arabia, military coatrol over the 
Its freedom, are very, very world's most productive oll- 
Im portent to the United f|«lds Is tho real key. The 
_ . , . , Americans are now In a 

The freedom^ Bush Is talking perfect position to blackmail 
about Isa't tiie freedom Inside economic rival, by 

the country because there Isn't controlling oil price and 

any - nor does the US waat SU ppii a s world wide. It l> no 
t0 **• ***" A democratic coincidence that the country 
regime woo d threaten the wh | cb |* most susceptible to 
random of the United States blac km.ll tbla form „ 
to buy the Saudi s oil at tho America's biggest commercial 
? W - that's rha , . Japan. Already other 
the 'freedom* Bush Is talking countries, especially Japan and 
about. Of oourse, the money w . Germany, are being 

paid to tha Saudi "royal .. 

F.n.11,' (or tb. oU I. tb.o n- c ^ , "’ 0l 'V. m 

loraatM lo DMm tuoki and j,,,, „ m {JV'JJJ 

f#9Q Djr tn 0 people of tho be "lofltBd" to nav m Inf mum 

aa . A :ch fo . r for 

Frlnce Charles paid a state n-d „ . t 

visit there last year. Other Slo5c raw.r l Z 

•friends of the West" such as competition betwera Z 

Jordan and until tha racent ,or£u ten 

events. Kuwait, run their Mt £! 

reglmesln .rimll.rfa.hton.lt SmilIer nations are merely 

... pawns In this larger game. A 

? ,fr,and ' 01 the Wwl ■ 
* ,l . 11 * 11 . ,>rt ^ country prepared to be useful 

*■ strategically or economically 
°y jyrjy^" to the powerful capitalist 

repressive aao brutal than Iraq lylUmi tbat dominate the 

STS r fisflS " 2TS-S 

wm7 unctions thit couldn't re,lm "' h0 **"« r nasty, that 

b. i tjssl "z 

J.(«M.o( •bit!*' Kuwait. *2 S,;1 “° lb" "II ol 

r swr-"* 

diplomat'. p„ i»rr ssrpMr^-js 

of Britain who occuptod ifs'q ^VemaVToM.S'Vhe 

* co ° ojr ** •• most effective. If totalitarian 

liTmll ^ # ,8U< 1* fvilimae such as Iraq or Saudi 

®°' °1 Ar * bl< have the oil and are 

Inhabitants are totally prepared to exercise power In 
disenfranchised and without the region in accordance with 
rights and whare the same Western Interests, then they 
family of bandits that Britain are 0 ur "friends" no matter 
Installed as rulers then were In how disgusting their politics 
power when the Iraqi tanks mi , b . (the ume goes for 
moved In. dictators In Central and South 

What then. Is the difference America such as Noriega so 

between the US invading | 00g M tbey t0# the line). If 

Fanama and Iraq Invading flrml thli C0UB|fy c „ |# „ 

SZSr a, U tham * a,t#rn ‘•chnology, much 

f taarif , ■ that It Is alright to of It military, (such as the 

1^*"* *7?. ^ ^ Wfc ° Dolor,ou * super-gun) then 
areota a mal btanshi beta efery courtesy must be 
cnme agaiasl hemaalty whae extended to theu torturers 
ooomlas layatfo ear Maris, and murderers so that profits 
The invasion and military can be made. However there 

occupation of Saudi Arabia . re „ rlct llmltl |0 

reflects the declining economic courtesy. The minute Western 
status of he US In terms of , BterMU , re |0 ^ 

Its greatest rival and creditor, threatened and theu ex- 

'r-.m.r.X 

and the^MM^Beval Famti? ° f th * ,r • COBoml# s, they are 

I?. ^r. b U l d .t..i, y ih.n e?er 

puppets with American hands B#w Hltlmra. dlctato? mad 

up thalr b *cks. Control ot the mullahs and all the rest of It 

- r,d ILomJ Md d,^, * c, m,,l,ar 7 *"tarventlon 

US moved suoh powerful f 0 n 0WB . , t u appArBDtlr 

military forces Into the area a i» ayi tba Brltl|b Forel|n 

eo quickly. Saddam provided office and the US State 

Department who are the last 
to the nature ! 

. their for j.rr : riorvis. 


efforts to actually get tho 





































tillage fro* thaw*. 

As with other (octal itrata the 
question marks over tha 
students was aot only their 
revolutionary constotency and 
stamina. but la particular their 
potential aa an ally of the 


Independent trade unioaa were 
unknown, Indus trial action 
regarded as blasphemy or 

sabouge, a revolt againat the 


middle claaa la character, 
composition end appeal. Hart 
did not Invent tha principle of 
self-emancipation • It probably 
arose spontaneously out of tha 
facta of class mistrust, 
wherever the pattern of claaa 
struggle enforced Its leaeooa. 
While led Action's 'bigotry* 
oo tha subject of dans 
composition Is wall known, 
relatively speaking: War* and 


oa the subject. A i 
Introduction to their overall 
view is provided by ea open 
letter published by Eageb la 
1IM, against a faction of left 
wtag students, iatellectuab la 
the German Social Democratic 





"emancipation of the working 
class* a Stalinist type 
dictatorship Is the logical and 
Inevitable outcome of any and 
every effort to achieve a 
fairer distribution of wealth 
from rich to poor. 

Thb b because as Karl Nan 
himself eiplained they, 

"ahadder at the very Idea that 


a blasphemy, a slave revolt, a 
aigaal of nodal cataclysm". 

As they well understand 
without any vision, ssplanatlon 
or analysb, strikes and 
Industrial action are not Just 
the natural result of tha 
Irreconcilable differences 

between capital and labour, 
but Instead stand condemned 
as aa Immoral aberration and 
a (futile) attack on the 
natural order Itself. Without 
any Insight, our history from 
Spsrtacus to the Paris 
Commune, from 1117 to the 
miners' strike appears to be 
merely a series of 
disconnected events. 

If that Is how the hard-line 
capitalist likes to see things, 
Is It not curious that their 


Thb letter touches oa or 
suggests soma of tha major 
tendencies arising out of the 
entrance of these academically 
trained people Into a 
movemeat dominated by a 
working class membership aad 
built by working class activtota. 
la 1171 Mari aad Kagsb 
attacked a tendency la German 
Social Democracy which argued 
that tha Social Democratic 
Party should ad be a one¬ 
sided workers' party but aa 
all-aided party of "all men 
Imbued with tha love of 
humanity" and not be lowered 
to "a one-sided struggle of the 
industrial workers in their owa 
Interest". In short, cooclsded 
Mart and Engels, their 
viewpoint amounts to thb. 


of Its own 
for thb perpoee 


for the m 
The de 

the part] 
group by 
opportunb 
Mari an 
after Mai 
to attack 
manifests 
spirit' t 
party lea 
the dec* 
Engles li 
"schoolmi 



did ad offer all the ameeltbs 
of e vacation trip," 

The purpose of recalMa* thb 
litany of abuse though dearly 
H b of o ue tempo rar y 

relevaace, b net to 'Justify 
our bigotry', but to 
domooatrate the uadeoleble 

link between the issue of claaa 
composition aad political 

refer aMsak 

b Germany In ISM the 
problems were how to 

Integrate the academically -- _ _ 

educated la to the ranks of a drveloqamt of agr theoretical Ideas because the I 

working clean movement, IN country that la aa>re developed laNatrlolly oaly I 

years oo la Britain, the shows, to the l eea develo ped the lamgc of its own I 

problem is the reverse, future" JJ 

the entrance and acceptance 

of the working claaa tot? the 

ranks of tha academically working claaa la character, of course that tha remedy to 
educated 'revolutionary' What did thb mean to held la their owa ndecated 

movemeat itself dominated by ooecrete regulations? Aa a heads, If "“T?* 00 ** 1 **" ? 
middle class members aad built result the general council the first principle of Mari, 
by middle class activists, adopted these guldUnes written then It b abo the flagship of 

They Justify aad escape the by Mari. _ _ ** f.” 

contradiction by claiming that "^the general council brief history. Individuals have 

5TST^nLITm!; the .woo.. .ads' toS to f.tor. bee. attracted by ledActlo.', 
'time and oppor tu nity* to there be permitted ae new working class orientation who 
acouaiat themselves with what American section of whtah abo felt that oaly they were 
to good for the workersl The two-thirds do aot oooafst of academically NBfrii to fUl 
attraction of a party like tha wage- labourers." the resulting Intellectual voldl 

SWP for reform minded The choice of the fraction of After a aplit la 1114 and the 
Iatellectuab b the abeooce of two-thirds was of course subsequent collapse of branches 
any progressive parliamentary arbltary, the intention was to outside London, we realised 
party with enough courage, maintain tha proletarian that we were simply not 

Integrity and consistency to proportion above a mere ready, the launch of led 
retain their loyalty, lastead majority aad definitely leas Actioe had been premature, 
they set up their own than 100\ which would have Up to bow we have never 
operation which does not cut meant oidusionbm (4 months touted for membership, 
themselves loose from their later the rule was amended to Those that hif,0 ®"* a “ 

owa olass but Instead works make It applicable to all have had few Illusions about 
effortlessly to cut rev- sections). the nature of revolutionary 

oiutioeary Marsbm away from The priadpb of self- politics b general or led 
Its working class pedigree and emancipation has often been Action la particular. Our 
foundations. As a result praised as a democratic policies oa aati-fascbm and 
today, Instead of the 'reds' we conception, people taking their the war to Ireland have abo 
have the 'pinky respectables'I destiny la hand. Thb b true had a self-regulatory effect on 
Certalaly within tha htatory of «Doogh. What b overlooked b recruitment, 
the International Working that thb principle underlines Intervening years, while others 
Men's Association, tha question tha revolutionary (literally chattered endlessly and sought 
of olass composition and the subversive, overturning nature publicity In pointless 
principle of sell-emancipntioe of Mars's view of aoclalbm). propaganda, Red Actios for the 
aroused high emotion. Aa one Nothing b more revolutionary most part stayed la tha 
rtght-wlag historian noted, "ao la Its thrust than thb background. We fought a 
Idea, without sioepting principled rejection of all' little but thought a lot. 
perhaps, their hatred of gracious patronage from If to remain loyal to and fulfil 

capital, has enured more into above'. All the more ao tha ooacept of eelf- 
thoir heads and hearts". The because It b double edged, emancipation the class 
principle of self-emancipation pointed against both the composition of tha 

figured aot oaly in the rules establbhed powers and against revolutionary organisation was 
. nr Ml. international but also all proponents of aoclalbm regarded by Mars and workers 
of thsMaterational but abo so „ Marsbm toomtolvee a. vital 1. 1172. it 

> individual's membership card. cea be briefly defined as the b surely ao leas Important b 
oTwi "ICEm OT.r.ll “1 P'Wtlc. of .orkU, 1„0. * -noa. r.,ol„tlon.r, 

I fMtur. of tt. •tUlaO. uk.. nMMO* •< K owaMtlM ».« b. worklDI 

I bv Mars and Engeb U that "It tha theory and practice of the olass la Instinct, character, 
rwouires a flaht oo two aelf-emanclpstlon of tha composition and appeal. It 
!SIu“ A* .imoit ...rj pout work!., elm. 0.1, • nut b. b.llt I. • dmocr.tle 

ET ... tk. " .ot.m.nt lookle, t. elm mtr (ten a. bottom up 

intnr<rniated mistakes. If on struggle from below could be a rather than what b almost 
? In til ge.uln.ly ravolution.ry uniformly fashionable today, by 

I movement Telexed Intel!- movemeat. For the last 70 (tocree by aa enlightened .lit. 

actuals uncritically aad without years we have been first from tha top down. It to only 
; Si, “rSttu. tkm .u mo bii.4.0 lie thee >.p.u.e b, I. tM, th.t tb. uuti.ti». 

th. oooo.lt. 'iftor of otb.ri tb. ptepoum of tb. Idu »IUUt, .ed ln.^o.tlo. of o.t 

! ^.d .. «e°Lm.r, tb.t . u. ueUI otd.r .III b. elm o.. b. b.r.umf t. 

i doUct of • "menu.I worker. h..d«J dowe to tb. suffer!., f.clllMt. tb. d«v.lopm.bt of 
Si- »o..»«” ».*. p«pl. b, . r.roletloe.r, ta.d 'oriole l.t.Uutb.1.- .bo 

recunlud tbit tb.r. ... . or pert,, or .lt.re.tlr.1, .oeld ertleel.t. .ed r.tloo.lIM 
rok to politic.11, aftMM uppport tor . mo..n..t from tb. pMntM l« domt...c. of 
i individuals who bad broken below only to implement a the class from wMch they 

with their own class la the soclalbm from above, la 1191 themselves have a F n,B ** 


workers' movement, but It had Mars wrote, 
to be a limited one. However »to the s tra gg l e ef the woshtog] 
he poured scorn oa the class la fine Itself frees wage 
"professloaal" proletarians slavery It eaaaot bo repeat ed! 
(real or alleged) who evinced too often that everything 
hb birthright as proof of depends ao the working clean 
political aad moral superiority. ttaslf. The simple queatioa to, 
Lika everything alas It was cea the workers fit themselves 
really a question of balance, by sdaosttoa, organisation, 
workers to non-workers, like cooperation aod self-Imposed 


thb way do wa tha working 
da of the working class fit ouraelves for 'political 
Itaotf from wage dominion'. To achieve thb 
aoot be rMsalad aad reverse all previous trends 
toot everything it will bo e«eesary to 
to working otoaa implement a similar dto- 
dmple ifiiTir to, criminatory policy on 
an nt themselvoa recruitment as that adopted by 
m. orgaabatioa. our revolutionary ancestors b 
aod self-imposed 1173. la short the rev- 


outtlna oeooer on soup, though dbripUae to toko oootroi of oiutioeary workers orgaatoatloa 
SSturallv I Us Tor. t* prodmrttv. force, and must be the living embodiment 

industry to toe of th. ultimata aim. That as 
tha°membership In general and lataroats aad for the benefit one old boy said, **• aU 

branches in particular. ef society. That to aU there b to It . Ajwe ootoro new 

It was not until 1172 largely Is la It.- JESS’A2T2L to tortttm 

due to the antics of the Cea we fit ourselves? Mari crystalcbar.oea b that there 

American section 12. home to was under no starry-eyed to no olttmtlvsi but to start 

•very crackpot fad. Its Illusion about the working class ,?o rl -?uU. 

membership overwhelmingly as It was thee or as it to sow. JJJJJ 1° d xcttoST 0C mot the 
middle-class, profeaslooal aad Ha simply proposed a different 
Intellectual that caused tha goal to that of ton elitists ^ 
baua to be taken up whose single Inaction b to 

constitutionally. If the point a finger at tha backward WN dt U*— <Kf b^omea 

International wu to be nature of tha class, suggesting laaa ramola * GO'lblloran 


lose the bettle.aad the thing that that fought 
for coses about la spite of their defeat,aed when 
It cobs turns out to be not whet they neem and 
other awn have to fight for whet they ament under 

—iNr mm " 


































































































LETTERS 


seflRGflatfon 

At present the Northern Ireland Office Is actant Im 
* o enforce a policy of lnta«ratlon of loyaliat and 
republican prisoner!.This la the only prison la Ireland 
ehere such a situation aatsts.Over these peat fen snaths 


prisoners fron both sides have been eng 
o nyalgn against this ludi crous policy. 

dowo the li 


la a protest 



dews the inMdpnt to diffuse 
the situation. 

Since this ocearrod thars hart 
baas several such locitoats. 
Too loyalists wars Injured sod 
another republican has boos 
SCI upon. Tbs tension In tbs 
>11 Is at as all tlma high with 
lamatos asking ooa another 
who's asst to be attacked. 

Tbe past I or 7 months bars 
•eon Incidents Ilka tbs 
aforementioned occurring on • 
regular basis - only a fan 
have bean publicised. Up aatll 
now wo have seen tbs prisoner 
on tba receiving tad being 

-punched and kicked, bat how 

A chars, _ hoof, must oaa ask, until wa 

of forced Integration la toothbrushss with rasor blades 
Cramlla load JaU. I hope yna emb #dded? If these Items do 
C#B . ■* . •*?** , t0 f,lM «*•* ugly booth, there la 

a*pla‘a the present situatloa B0 *** .hetaoever that a 
aad therefore give your primer will tad ap deadl 

remand thh far, I would 

T**® , Uka your raadora to put 

aodura la the Jail. I would L M M .n k. 




March to the Cenotaph. Thh 
year it was decldad to directly 
oppose the NF end coordinate 
*lth S ear c h ligh t who would 
organise their owa march. 
Searchlight reneged oe this 
agroemeat. refusing to 
publicise AFA's mobilisation. 
Its Novnmbor editorial went 
further, chnrging that, 

f«oM* r j jt * *2’ 



evidence, the sum total af 
materiel from Searchlight was 
ML «a are bemused by 

Searchlight's role la thh Their pleasure was premature. 
• n ** r- * No Black groups mlrchod with 

la the course of the Inquiry, them. In previous years over 
Oabls had admitted to 1,010 marched under AFA's 
monitoring anarchists. sectarian banner, thh year lou 


laour 0 poper" l " eM5 allegations then we wi 11 of course provide 

M MOST AMI 


" like your reedurs to put 
oaduro is the JalL I would prMaur , M N 10 by 

^r 10 * olBBr *° wholeheartedly supporting tbs 

ort2?rn. VS have* not"hl2 * Bfr,f,tlOD P"* 1 **! BBd 1 9oM 
prisoners, wo hove not been bopa tkat through this letter 

V* . B0CB * . ' your readers will ask tbe 

Tbe toosion bas Increased In q ueat j 0a# » W h r do tboy sot tod 

ranlies■ ,oro#d ‘■tofratiota?" whoa 
toyslhts attacked a ropobUcss tU> la ttB Nortb ^ 

Inmsta going to a vhK. As a lr#ta#d , our «*** art 

rBBB J ° f ,«**• lB ?‘ dBBt „ tfcB segregated, some of our towas 
republican In question had to tad BrB *,,,,.**1 aod 

bo tokaa to tbe prison boapltal lo Mr cltlH , whara a 

•boro hi racolvod troatmoat Mt jo.alUt housing ostato 
or cots aad bretoss to hh ralght 0Terl00k a aatoaiat 

face aad upper body. After thav build walls 


la our cities, whoro a 
nationalist housing ostato 
might overlook a unionist 

. satata, they build walls 

, * etwees the respective estates 

precoedod with bis visit and oa tt#rafora k#BplB| ^ 

saoiag tba cooditloa of their ^regaled. Tot still, in thh 
B#B • 1I k * 1 , p * r * Bt# 1 m V* T * B “! , » Jail, *Mro the NIO claim the 

appalled that Incidents Ilka varr t BK factions siht, tbay 

this can. and all too frequently t0 *g rt| ata. 

do, happen. This incident was ^ mlM( 
carrtoi* la some newspapers g apu biic§n Socialist Prisoner 

S .. * uUb ^ bb “ A Wing, Crum Ho Road JaU 

talaviiloc. Tba NIO also _ . . _ 

issued s statement but watered For ® r< ?_ "!° 

dept,51/59 rails Rd.Belfast 
nnrn lor.iRsp.powdopt.jwF.iis 

M-V JLL A |Rd.Bclfast.Bri2 «K 


is some aewapepers Republican Socialist Frlsoaar 
sows bulla tins oa U wlB|t c rum Us Road JaU 


pool 


A Chara 

Lot ma first of aU offer my 
sincere gratitude to aU who 
assist In ths support group on 
behalf of myself and all tha 
Republican Socialist Prisoners. 
This support, moral and 
flnonclai. Is most appreciated, 
tbe money which Red Actioe 
donates has helped to 

eradicate tome problem! and 
minimise others, e.g. bus fares 
to tha prison, parcels, political 
books to futhar education In 
tha struggle, clothing ate. 
Comrades, as you may be 
■were there are other 

Republican Socialist POWa 
incarcerated In British Jails in 
their struggle against British 
ralaiBthe sis counties. 


ixcnum 

Dent Comretoel 

Som# time ago I seat you a 
latter stating that our 

autonomous info-bookshop 
ZAFATA wou. like to 

distribute your oicoUast pape£. 
vshnn I was la England soma 
tlma ago (February), I bought 
coplss of your paper (no SB) 
to take back and sail in tbe 
shop. We have now sold them 
nU, aad these people who 

bought them arc asking for 
moral 

Hoping to bMr from you soon 
the ZAFATA eollectlvu 
ONLY ONI SOLUTION THI 
AIMED REVOLUTION 

Zapata 

Blagardsgada 

Danmark 


These comrades have given a 

lot of commitment and 
dedication to thn rapublicnn 
Socialist movement. 

As our struggle for liberation 
aad tha building of a socialist 
republic continues. It would be 
fair to calculatn that our 
oumbert In prison will continue 
to rise in the coming years 
•ad wn implore aU socialist 
activists to support us in every 
way possible. 

To coacludn, 1 oace again 
•stond tha sincere thanks sad 
appreciation of myself and all 
RSFa to Rod Action la tha 
helping of sotting up support 
groups. 

la Comradeship and Solidarity 
B.ColI after H4 Long Kesh. 


HO HUH! 



Dear Comrades 

Why does s group thats very 
oilstone# is due to breaking 
with tho anti-democratic 
policies and practice • tha 
Has, tha smears - of tha SWF 
- resort to thoao tamo 
methods against anarchism - 
or, lots ba honest. Just Class 
War? 


monitoring anarchists. sectarian banner, this year lou 

- than 150 gathered under 

SaorehUght's broad umbrella, 
compared to the 700 who 
Joined AFA. Searchlight even 
claimed that Herrington's NF 
was Joining up with AFA on 
Rememberance Day. (Time Out 
0 November). 

Searchlight's love affair with 
the Union of Jo with Students 
started with the war Crimes 
campaign. UJS'a primary roin 
is to defend Israel and attack 
Palestinians. Its record inside 
the NUS is particularly 
appalling: opposing No Platform 
for Fascists, attacking the 
ANC end refusing to give any 

then ro th?*NF^ °2S If” AFA ' B m, * >r CBm P Bl «» ket • Zionist Wup Uka*UjJ aiti- 

iffMt. It g Bf . WBB BBBlBBt tfcB NB, ‘ rock fwetam U *l**y> secondary to 

effect It accused tho FLO lo Commmsity, iacludtag Dr. Israel Blood aad Hoaoor group In its main purpose. lu 
Lebanon of training Euro-Nasis. Stager, oieewttve director of conjunction with tha aoti- Campaigns Officer. David 
yet before Gable's editorship, tho World Jewish Coo- racist Cable Street Boat Hermann, eipaiined that. 
■MfiMIpl hod itself printed greu.. ..There are Zioatat (whom SoerchUght have nevsr "wo hove not lotaed the 
an article 'Euro-Nails trained loaders who think that an acknowledged). AFA drove aorah to tho peat because of 
to Fhstonge Camps'. Search- usti-Arab govormoat la Fraaoo B8H from Its West Bad shops tho hostility shows to oa by 
Nght a bias on tba Middle Bast wooM oeceanrtly bo gaod for aad on May 27 an International tho nati-Zioalst loft", 
bas abowa up oloarly la tho knot, eves If it were also Nail rock coacort was Last year UiS pulled out of a 
cover.,. It ka. given to tko ooti-oo.ltku.wto woe* icgord prtvontod in Camden, ^klng tour v tt lMtoM 
antics of Patrick Harrington's aooh anti-aamltlam na a bonus" SomhHgbt claimed tbe credit mole lav Hill after ShUrtTo 
’Political Soldier' group of tbo (Chaim Bermant Jewish (and ths Natl'a deposit money) to an editorial In Searchlight 
NF. Adopting a populist Chronicle 1.147). Tho but It actually T.fused to that dlffM.nti.ted for T 

approach, this group claimed reaction of Saarehlfcht was divulge tha whnreabouts of the first tlma between nnti- 
1° to aaparatiats who oomptato stiaaca. Not a gig to AFA because It wanted Zionism and anti-Semitism, 
respected other separatists whisper. it to go ahead (ao It could ba Oerry Gable learned bis lesson, 

tactudlag Black ones (there la Oable claims that ha toft the infiltrated). AFA however Unfortunately he forgot that 
nothing strange la this, indeed Communlat Party la 1M1, obtained the information Zionist groups don't mobllse 
. bB,to of ^ ‘‘■f* bB * UB >ndto«Bdently. for nati-fnscUt marches, 

collaboration between Zionism to adopt aa anti-Israeli Use". Long gone are the days of Unless Bourchltoht returns to a 
aod anti-aamltlam historically). The contrast with Maurice secret memos between Webstar noo-intorvnotloolst role in the 

if 5*2 10 b “‘I d “£? " h0 S 1 Jf*.? BDd W* 11 - lMtBBd «ndloes eati-fasclst movement nod 

with Btaok, Green aod Welsh IMS because of its lack of 'Leaps' about former fascists takes a neutral view on tbe 

Nationalist groups, with little commitment to anti-fascist fin Its pages. Ths May '18 middle Bast. Its credibility will 

success, aod also approached work, could not be olearar. issue was entitled "End of the continue to wither. Today. 
Libya and Iran for money. Recently Searchlight bat not Road for John Tyndnll?" "John Searchlight represents 

which they obtained through shrunk from nttacktaB other Tyndall's BNF Is showing every bourgeois anti-fascism' those 
fawning upon their antl-fesclsts. When Patrick sign of being an organisation who wish to divorce nntl- 

governments. Libya later Harriogtoo recently claimed on the verge of extinction", fscsiam from anti-racism and 
realised what they were up to that ha wished to Improve hla Fifteen months later, anti-racism from ’antl- 
aod refused any mors support, ralatioaa with the Jewish "Tyndall'a BNF Nails off tha Imperialism. Tha tlma la Iona 
However, prior to that, community. Gable explained leash", It was telling a overdue for a aearchlliht to be 

BsMuhUiht played up the tost this we. a "cynical different story. Than there trained on aJJShtoht 
Libyan ooonnetion out of all attampt—to attract tha ultra- was tha 50 year old aiclualva Tony Graeaatein^^ 
proportion. SsorehUgbt had • left who use anti-Zionism ns a about Mosalay's collaboration (Tony Greeaateln was a 
cover showing picture! of spokesman for their aati- with tha Neils aod the alleged founder member of Brighton 
Herrington, Black MasUm aamltlsm." plot by a Tory MF to murder and Hove Anti-fascist 

loader Farrakbaa, Gaddafy aad Whereas Maurice Ludmer was a Gable. Private Bye paid tba Committee. secretar* of 
Khomeini, with the captioa, trades union activist (tho libel damages. Brighton ANL and member of 

J *, Mb * **!•'• To cap that. Left's auoceesfal candidate for For tbe last 3 years AFA has the* Steering Committee 6 
the_Janunry >8 laeue contained Pretident__of__Blnningham organised s Rememberence Day Eiecutive of AFA sloes 1888) 


why writs a long, clattered rt *ta yoo tan oi recently SM M m av JX From tho prood win ba Interested In 
academic article on Bakunin - dltism of Bakunin, beginnings you sadly have nronasanda b* and for n»oni» 

whom I sad moat of my Nacbeav (Nechayev? - Ed) or corn# nowhere - la Influence, like them, about tblngs P that 

comrades do not bother to Lealn. And oa Bakuninism, mumbera or paper sales. Yet, a rr«ot their lives, 

read - to smear anarchism - there are many who would « ou have a good record on it could h>«» k,,, 

w-m “i. Cta, Li7.v. T i, 6u ' “ mm °' sjs. « 

"dlct.torl.1 domln.nc. lot lb. M.rilim .od B.ln.l.Um 1 "* ,, “ M " ln 

lntalllgeoaia, sati- comblaed. But yoa prafar to And 0B tba r#rjr |round tbat ,, m tfc . . . tt 

iatallactu.ll.m for tto mutoaa" tar ato find ( uilt by |B Jaa lfl2 Wia 7 .J yourt you ^ J°^d mj, wVri 

- news to os comrades. Aa aa « B <»‘ B «° 0 th “ Br » UB thB wished to succeed CWF have piaaad iff a? iad bv that Ud 

attack on Bakunia it la I'm differences between your proaparad . C WF hat began to !!! 

aura. cortMt sad l/.a wouid aad Ctaw War Fad.' brBak tbroB|b tba of #- 

Unfortunately this tine Bo what too got yoar back up JUHtruat* 1 of people* with poHticiI support aad t actioi > r 
toeoretical article lo riawad la comrades? Why do yoa lower We. not yS^lrooicalir used t0 Ji teb JJ^ k other 12 
that It U pretoadiog to to aad yourtelve. to this level? Why tha popeltit tactics of ths SWF that Shi? wU^ oorU 

ccactodlaf ag.lnst aasrehism - to you aocusu CWF of In tba lata 78s bast In tto ,^ t . i. do 2 haw«. 

aad Claw War to particular, throwing la a few fucks to 88a. JSct Iat ataae aJiLSl it? 

Yoo know quite daftoltoly that dlafaiaa thalr dilettantism and Wo. not you, have begun to 22Stod sttSEhl 

too elate itrunla anarchist tack of ss.lysi." .baa you .ho. that working cla..^ people tSSSL wi*22 howiior 

movement la tola coeatry know this la pure ablte? are political (aad that 

CWF, ACF, DAM, AWO a,rM . F-r-MU, b.U„. H I. inmJSi J* " 

"2, “• •«> •» "«»“• CWF ku .cbu.M IiiiIIkh. 1 dw Ml m«b OlJJMH3 -SSL , 

workara' democracy - power - what you would like to have being anti-educational) aad Bait Loetoe CtaaTwar. 











































































WHICH SIDE ARE YOU OH? 


'Aaarohism aad tba la visible 
Legion* articla la IA 51. 

First, If you're writing an 
articla ea aaarcklam, you're 
wasting your tlma 

concentrating oa tba faUinga 
or otberwlae of Mlcbaal 
Bakunin - aspaclally, as your 
author admits, wbaa a lot of 
tba quotas are taken before 
Bakunin was area an anarchist. 
Most 'Groat Kan' Kara foot a i 
clay somewhere along tba line, 
aad this Is as true of Mars 
and Engels as anyone aloe. 
The fact that Marx, for 
aiample. supported Oermee 


other writings - oe the need 
for workers' self-organisation, 
socialist federalism and 
solidarity, strike action aad 
inaurroctioo - La. anarcho- 
syndicalism ia all but same. 
Aad evea If the moat paranoid 
accusations agaiast him ware 
true. Its Irrelevant to today - 
just as Its beea irrelevant over 


Anti-fascism la an obvious one. 
Yours, 

FauL 

Liverpool Direct Action. 


If you want to find out "what 
Bakunin really meant* - or 
evea what be wrote that 
helped shape aad Influence 
anarchism - you'd do far 
better to read collections of 
bis works, rather than tbs 
biased writings of dead 
Marxists. Its easy to take 
quotes out of context to try 
to prove anything, especially 
when such articles were 
written as a part of a 
propaganda war, from Mars 
onwards. 

I'll end here. The above to to 
put the record straight. This 
is ltIO not 1131. If we try 
to loom from the past It's to 
seise the future. I'd agree 
with most of the tost bit of 
your article - along with moat 
other Red Action com meats oa 
the Left. Me need a serious 
revolutionary movement In this 
country. Marstot-Lealnism to 
dead. Hippy liberalism - 
sometimes masquerading as 


agalaet tbs Slav 
(reply to Bakunin's 
the Slavs* 1MB) ai 
victory over Franc 


Imperialism aa essentia! part 
of Marxism. 

Bakunin was highly Influential 
in his day - but aaarchists, 
from 1171 to today, haven't 
blladly worshipped Us round 
be walked oa. Anarchists are 
agaiast 'leadership cults' and 
theorists/activists have to 
stand or fall oa Usir merits 


For a historical article - and 
most of your article was based 
to the tote llth century • it 
would have been better to 
concentrate oo the dev- 


















































































































































































MTERNAL 

AFFAIRS 



THE VOICE 
OF 

REASON 


the R.CP. when they mns 
asked to sponsor I.R.S.P. 
prisoners?It sent xoirthlng 
• loot tne I IMS of •collect¬ 
ing Hooey for prlsoMrs 
Is charity work",their resp- 
once ms ntich the sane wten 
they acre asked about col le¬ 
ctions for the adners during 
the atrlko.Yet during a 
trip to Carry sane time 
ago, I cam across an appeal 
la a local paper (ran the 
l.rM asking for acney 
for the Hoiloaay Rd M.Pres- 
tambly collecting money 
for oppressed people la 
"charity aork'.yet collecti¬ 
ng froa than la perfectly 
aptable practise for 
revoletlonarles.FUwiy old 
Id.Isn't It??!! 


JOIN 

RED 


ACTION 



Aeoordlng to Its own touU,| 
capitalism kas entered 
something of a golden age. 
The chaos and aaarehy of the| 
market arldeat to the aye of 
commonsense la uaemployineBt,! 
waste and exploitation Is 
ragsrded by the apologists of 
capitalism to operate with a 
kind of barmoalous logic In 
soma mysterious dlmeasioa of 
Its own. Whereas tt 
bourgeois politicians and 
economists claim that any k!nd| 
of tnterfereace with market 
forces is unnatural and| 
catastrophic, It Is 
evident from the briefest! 
aqualntance with the actual 
workings of capitalism that 
without the constant 
Intervention of governments, 
state industries and subsidies, 
central banks etc la the form 
of perpetusl damage limitation 
exercises, the chaos Inherent 


government spending to keep 
economy moving and the 
dogma that raising taxes to do 
It Is harmful. To cut the 
budget deficit mesas that with 
the government spending lees, 
firms will flad It more 
difficult to survive and the U8 
tip into a recession. To 
counter this, interest rates 
would have to be cut, making 
It cheaper for firms to borrow 
money. But Interest rates 
have to remain high to attract 
the foreign money with which 
to bridge the gap between 
what America lac buys and 
sails. 

f,ush came to power with the 
notorious "read my lips* 
promise that there would be 
no new taxes. Taxes and 
government spending Interfere 
with the workings of the 
market and that is supposed to 
be bad. Bush has now come 



in the dynamics of the market to terms with the realities of 
the situation and recognised 
that without strong government 
Intervention, n severe recession 
la inevitable. So be now says, 
there have to be new taxes 
after alL 

In part this is a direct result 

of what Is being termed "the 

biggest financial crisis of the 
ceatury" - the Savings 

illnpse. Already 
of the ooet to 

tax payer are ap to 
m. aad rising. Pat 

way, that's a 


and child la A 

Estimates put the cost to tha 
economy well above that of 
the Vietnam war. In America 
Building Societies are known as 
Savings and Loans, or 'Thrifts' 
These are currently going bust 
all over the place and to avoid 
bankruptcies all through tha 
economy, the government 
picking up the bill. How did 
it happen? 

During the slump in the early 
Sis, the precarious situation of 
American banks caused a run 
on funds which brought dowa 
4,000 banks throughout the^ US 
la a single year, 



ant ley Red Action were 
Invited by a group cal led 
W LH4INIST' to condssn 
the leaders of The Gnuamlst 
Party for selling off the 
property of the party to 
the highest bidder. 'T»C 
LENINIST' natural ly outraged 
decided that 



Red Action is an organ! mi 
lion founded by working 
class people to work for 
the furthering of the cause 
o! Social I an. Mntenhlp 
Is open to all who accept 
ur political principles 
ltd pay a weekly nubscrlp 
lon. Every matter hat an 
equal vote on all Red Action 
policy and desclslons. 

If you support our ainw 
do not with to bectm 
rmrter. you can bermr 
supporting nuiter. This 
does not entitle you to 
vote, but you will receive. 
I. A free subscription to 
the newspaper. 

2) A regular internal i 
letter that will keep 
Informed of abut la going 
on In the organism I 

3) Notification of any Red 
Vt ion activities In you're 

The cost for this Is CIO 
for one year. 

Subscriptions to thi 
■re still available separ¬ 
ately. The cost Is £5 fori 
ten Issues. Please rorunter 
that producing a paper Is 
s very uneconanlc buisinrss 
we are aWmys grateful 
for any donations and espec 
tally grateful to anyotv 
Mho can take extra eople 
to tell. 

All cheques and poatal order 
should be 
to 'Red Action'. 

LONDON 
BM BOX 37- 
WC1N 3XX 


:tonal Goimittee. 

(TOMThe Leninist),July 29 1 990 

Yeah, Mil, ahlle we thank¬ 
fully have even less In 
combo with these old 
'Stalinist' dribblers than 
they have, this ms not 
exactly the 'storming of 
the Winter Palace' ms It? 
Sounded more like the type 
of operation that might 
have been noun ted by the 
late lanemed Ktolfy 9Mth' 
and the Tooting Popular 
From. 

•TOW TO T>€ FTOLE- 

HMTOUA.. _ 



•How did It h app en George?' 


would quickly brlag catastrophe 
to any economy that seriously 
abandoned tha naceaaary forms 
of coatroL 

The currant state of tha US 
acoaomy. Ironically tha home 
of tha moat rabid forms of 
bourgeois economics, provides 
an object lesson. Tha US 

acoaomy, though tha moat 

powerful in the world. Is also 
tha world's largest debtor. It 
buys far more than It sails so 
that other countries In one 
form or another, have to 

provide credit. To keep the 
American economy In gear, 

Reagan had to spend massively 
on defence thus providing 
guaranteed profits to 
private sector with public 
sector moMy, which would 
otharwise go bust. To do this 
without direotly raising taxes 
in America, ha had to borrow 
maoalvoly, moatly Jnpn 
money. This means that not 
only tha couatry as s whole 
but slso the govern meat Itself 
Is mssslvely In debt, spending 
far mors (1200 billion more) 
than It raises in taxss and 
other forms of revenue, 
caught between the need for 


tha myth aad 


to 
of the 

S 6 La 
?0s. 


worked fine until tha 

Congress began de¬ 
regulating them, Le. allowing 
them to follow tha market 
wherever It might lead. Whan 
lasgan came to power, ho de¬ 
regulated more; and tha 
peculators. tbs risk-takers 
beloved In the folklore of 
capitalist economics, moved In. 
A text-book froo-markot 
developed as S 8 La were used 
to fund proporty-mnrkot 
speculation on tha back of tha 
oil boom In tha southern states 
during thu early eighties. 
Whole mini-cities ware built, 
fortuaes *era made, until 
agan to realise that 
actually wasted or 
oould afford to buy tU thu 
saw office blocks, hotels ate 
that had been built at tha 
height of the boom. Massive 
economic resources had boon 
poured Into unproduotlvu 
Investments (tha buildings no¬ 
ons wanted to live or work In) 


ratkor than Into areas of the 
economy which neadod them - 
which In part accounts for the 
emergence of recession la tha 
US today. 

Speculation had taken placa on 
tha assumption, enshrined in 
the doctrines of tha free- 
markat Ideologists, that there 
are no obstacles to economic 
growth, that markets Impose 
thalr own discipline aad cannot 
over-supply ate 



k Tha greatest fear of 
all Is that tha sudden exposure 
of tho S 8 La may exteod to 
banks, insurance companies and 
pension funds which otao 
Invested heavily In real estate 
during tha eighties. If that 
happened the entire economy 
of tbs US would literally 
collapse. That's why Us 
govern meat Is not saying, lot 
tha markets sort out thalr own 
mass. Whatever they say for 
public consampttoa, tha people 
who rua the US acoaomy know 
la practice that tha dyMmles 



development! 

intervention! 
la If they 
to complete! 

It la strange tof 
relate that tha two countries 
that took freo-markot theories 
and deregulation seriously, the 
US and Britain should also be 
the two on the edge ol 
recession and facing enormous 
deficits In thalr balance of 
payments La. the two 

economies from which people 
are Increasingly choosing not 
to buy In tha 'free' world 

market. Productivity la 
Otrmany and Japan, both 

statist economies at home and 
free-marketeers abroad, Is 
rising at rates far higher than 
those In the US or Britain. 
With capitalist symbols such as 
Donald Trump on their way to 
tho baakruptcy courts, expecJ 
a new school of bourgeois] 
aoooomlcs to omorgo soon, 

acknowledging that while the! 
market might movo in] 
mysterious ways, it la not the 
|od of Eighties capiuiutl 
triumphalism. 




Tha fight against the Poll Tax is gaining a new momentum 
throughout tho country. With the isaalag of summoaeoa to 
enable the ooenclla to obtain liability orders, net-pay on Bit 
being moved from a relatively pesnlve poaWos of withholding 
money and staging sporadic demonstrations •*■*■****■• 
Into a staga In which they are actively opposing the councils 
in thu courts (thalr home ground) nnd In the ccnmunUy (our 
homo ground). Although uuy movement of the scope and 
character of the Anti-Poll Tas Uetoa movement can expect 
to rwoeive a namber of setbacks it Is still the caaa that their 
problems are far greater than those that we face. 

In tha oourts, tha council have a vary limited amount of time 
la which to obtain tha liability orders they need la order to 
Impose sanctions on non-payers. In • reoont local case a 
man succeeded In proloaglttf his defence for 21 houral Oivon 
that councils generally have ao more than a few days or 
afternoons to hear thousands of cases. It is obvious that they 
have a tough Job on thalr hands If local hntl-poll Tss Unions 
organise sufficient people to turn up In person nnd prevent 
thalr cases from being rubber-stamped. 

Where councils do obtain liability orders, they can proceed to 
deduct money from wages or income support (not peniloni or 
other typos of benefit). There are signs that unions are 
beginning to tako a stand of behalf of their members 
threatened with wage arrestmaat. It Is vital that unions are 
proasured in this way to protect tho Interests of their 
members. The council's other option, the one they ere 
currently most likely to adopt, la to send In the bailiffs. 
Anti-Poll Tax Unions have a vital role to play here in 
countering tho Intimidatory effect that tha threat of tho 
bailiffs bns for many people. There are In fset only 1,000 
bailiffs In England and Wains, to they art liable to find their 
resources considerably over-stretebed. And unlike Scotland, 
bailiffs hero do not have any power to force ontry into a 
person's home In aay circumstances. If you do not let them 
la, they cannot got In, no matter how many times they may 
return. Moaathsi— where bailiffs ara being need. It mast be 
om people 
be treated 

Whan they go about tholr business of harassing and 
Intimidating working class people, they must be made to know 
that tha harassment and Intimidation Is not going to be one 
way. AU activists should bo organising now In tholr own 
areas to nature that this is tho case. Many people who have 
to this point merely been la sympathy with tha Anti-Poll Tas 
movement will be willing to become more actively Involved 
as they sea direct assaults on tbeir neighbours, relatives and 
friends homos being carried on In front of them. The 
potential to build active resistance to these contemptible 
collaborators of tho Thatcher government snd to build popular 
support for bslllff-bustlng activltes and consequently the work 
and alms of the Anti-poll Tas movement generally. Is 
enormous. 

Beyond thnt, anti-poll tns nctlvlsta can alert thalr 
communities to tho Inevitable cuts In services and Jobs If the 
poll tax continues In place. For If the poll tax continues 
evaa in a ramshackle and crippled form, it remains a perfect 
vehicle for echlevlng the central purpose of the government 
In Introducing It - the destruction of local government 
autonomy snd aervlees. It has to be realised that It Is not 
the purpose of the government to meke localgovernment 
work more effectively or more chesply. It is tholr purpo ne 
tha aarrlees that the coaaclk at present provide - 
a ha achieved whether or not the Poll Tax proves 

_ _p the terms of local aathority Finance Officers. 

If the poll tas did prove 'workable' (say a 90-95\ collection 
rate). It Is designed to force local authorities In successive 
years to either put up tha poll tax to unrealistic and 
unpopular levels as the government steadily reduces the 
amount contributed to local finance from centre! funds, or, ns 
will bo the case, to cut local services and Jobs to tho point 
whara they riiu’slly cease to aslat. But on tha other hand. 
If local iuthorltlJS gat ■ proportion of the money they need 
(say SO or even 90\), but are unable to collect the rest, 
which councils themsalvss would regard as proof of Its being 
'unworkable', there is a grant danger that they will itlll be 
compelled by central government to drastically reduce the 
level of services and Jobs they provide. Either way. the 
result will be much the same. The only option open to 
ordinary people In this country If they wish to maintain the 
system of local authority education, housing and welfare that 
moat of us have grown up with, is to defMt tha poll us 
decisively la the abortaat possible tine. That means making 
sure that they don't gat the money and that councils grind to 
■ total halt forcing this government or the next one to 
Introduce an alternative system of local finance Immediately. 
Tha poll tax Is the most ambitious and oppressive measure 
tha Tories have yet passed. It has not unexpectedly also 
■roused the most widespread and organised opposition. We 
must do our utmost to ensure that this 
effectively organised as poeslble at every stage. 

PATINGU 


VB'II NOT 





Bailiffs being confronted on tbeir am Boor-step by 
ami poll tax protestors,a neat role reversal .The bail¬ 
iff la the slimy lookln* bastard on the right. 




THE 

MIDNIGHT 

KNOCK 


|F red Holroyd, ex-N . Ireland ml I It ary Intel 11| 

pB SPEAKGOT 

Piliignd 


I recently took the opportunity 
to attend a moating organised 
by Troops Oat la London. 


•bo bad served la N. Iralaad 
•bo apoko at tba maatiag was 
•i-Army intelligence officer 
Captain Fred Holroyd, author 
of tba book. "War without 


What makaa Holroyd auob aa 
engaging and credible apeakor 
la that ba la one of 

'a own, who 
In tba gallant 
tradition* of tba Brltiab Army 
and who places bis political 

aaplratloea la tba traditional 
Tory party cleansed of tba 
•Tils of Tbatcbarlam. 

Ha was Tory keen to play ap 
tba age-old 'conspiracy theory' 
•icapt that ba pinpointed 
those moat likely to subvert 
democracy aa those at tba 
centre of the establishment. 
He cltad many oiamples of 

what bo called "tba bigg 

threat to democracy* such as 
the fact that tba whole of 
MIS's 'F' branch bat bean 
turned from watching tba 
actiTitias of the Soriets to 
watching tba British left and 
TU movement. He apoko of an 
Increasing number of army 
officers who bad confided la 
him that they ware dee 

worried that tba army was 
becoming far too political, and 
that many of these officers 
and policeman bad called at 
his house la the middle of the 
night with Issues that they felt 
should be eipoaed la the public 
interest but wore too afraid 
to do so themselves because 
they were frightened that 
they'd suffer the same fate as 
Holroyd himself. Holroyd also 


explained some of the more 
subtle ways that Increased 
surveillance of the public was 
creeping la. For example, the 
Neighbourhood Wateh scheme 
has nothing to do with 


from burglary eto 
•eerything to do with placing 
a apy on every street that 
would provide a steady now of 
low-grade Info and gossip to 
the Special Branch that coaid 
be used at a later date agal 
those who become Its political 


about 

Involvement In the dirty tricks 
department while based la N, 
Ireland and explained many of 
the ways that outrages 
committed and covered up In 
the name of the British public. 
Oae such example was that 
young boys In Childrens Homes 
la N. Ireland who had reoeived 
anal Injuries while ba 
•bused by British N. Ireland 
ministers were sent 
Musgrave Park Military 
Hospital so that they could be 
treated under the Offlotal 
Secrets Act. 

But the example he gave that 
has the moat relevance to the 
main part of thia article, 
concerned the activities of tha 
SAS. He said that many of 
the SAS soldiers who bad been 
injured while engaging the ISA 
in the border areas of N. 
Ireland nnd the 28 counties 
were paid off to keep quiet so 
that many incidents could be 
oovurod up. Now, with their 
Injuries getting worse and the 
moony running out, Holroyd 
claimed that a number of 
them were now prepared to 
'blow the gaff'. Bead on~ 


TO THE RESCUE! 


For about IS months now tbu 
re 11 «ow a bigots of the extreme 
anti-abortion group. Operation 


pickets outside abortion clinics 
around the country. 

Originated la tbu USA by a 
'born agaia' Christian. Terry 
Randall, their extreme actions 
against clinics, staff, aad moat 
ly, patients, have 
Included verbal haraaemeat. 
Intimidation, occupations of 
cllalos and physical atteoks. 
In the USA has also 
Implicated la the 
flrebomblags of cllalos. 

Bescue la Britala 
was established by a lunatic 
Boman Catholic priest from 
Scotland, lames Morrow. Last 
Its membership was 
boosted with the arrival of 24 


activists some of whom have 
since moved on Into Burope la 
an attempt to broaden 
Rescue's campaign. The 24 
•ho arrived la the country 
were specially chosen by 
Beecue's hierarchy due to ball 
conditions and criminal records 
hanging over their heeds as a 
result of their actions. If 
they had remained la America 
or Canada they would have 
definitely faced imprisonment, 
•ome possibly receiving long 


Morrow claims that here In 
Britala, Beacue are "committed 
to aon-vlolent direct action” 
which reeks of sheer hypocrisy. 
Although they have yet to 
carry out flrebomblags of 
clinics some of their tactics 
have been huavlly Influenced 
by thalr American counter¬ 
parts. They frnq'cly carry 
out blockades of c inlcs where 
they verbally abuse women 
•siteringusing emotive phrases 
such as "murderer", "you feed 
your child run with thu blood of 
dead babies" and "mummy 
don't kill mu", obviously 
causing groat dlstruss for tbu 
womoa who havn made a 
personal ohoice to have aa 
abortion. Glossy leaflets 
ooatalnlng colour 'horror* 
pictures of aborted foetuses 
•re held aloft and are given 
out at the clinic's entrance In 
an attempt to make the 
wonai foul guilty about hur 
decision. Although they are 
quick to deny It, Morrow's 
Bescue activists have also 
carried out physical assaults on 
women nod staff of clinics In 
attempts to occupy them. 
Morrow hlmaelf was arrested 
receatly along with Bescue 
activist Morris Lewes (who has 


•erred a • week sentence la 

Binaga ways) la Liverpool for 
attack lag 2 nurses sad a 
pregnant woman. They are 
also prepared to drag women 
off the operating tablo whilst 
•a abortion is taking place 
which they claim would sot be 
a violent act and which would 
not harm thu woman. 

Oau clinic which Beacue 
regularly picket la the Raleigh 
Nursing Home la Brixton. 
Every Saturday morning a 
group of Bescue activists 
varying la aumbers from 2 to 
15 ooaverge on the clinic and 
begin to "pray for the souls of 
At first right a 
of religious nutters 
kneeling down os the pavement 
clutching their rosary beads 
hardly seems to be a threat or 
cause for concern. This 
however, la far from roality. 
When they've been given half 
a chance they have handed out 
leaflets, verbally abused 
women and one activist, 

Vlnceat Grimes, has repeatedly 
been caught lurking la the 

grounds waiting for women 
entering the clinic. In any 

case, thalr very presence Is 
extremely distressing for 
womeo and an Infringment on 
their right to have an 

abortion. 

In Brixtoo the rescue pickets 
have met continuous militant 
resistance to their presence. 
At first those opposing Bescue 
had already takea position and 
despite attempts to move them 
on no real success could be 
foreseen. Ideally there should 


from the 
locality and, for the past few 
weeks, the Commualat party, 
have been turning out at the 
moat 'ungodly* hour of 7 am 
each Saturday, Just before 


Before they get to 
they era confronted and aa 
ut t<ng>t 1> made to atop them 
guttlag say further by forcing 
them around corners or on to 
the other side of the road 
whereupoo they decide to play 
with the traffic! On one 
occasion we managed to delay 
from reaching the 
for about i an hour 
tactics and It 
an longer If one 
of them hadn't broken away 
and phoned the police. That 
d« 


the Ku Klei Klaa. 

Wa have mot • degree of 
erttielam. particularly from the 
SWF. of our tactics because of 
the oftea physical nature of 
tha confrontations. The SWF 
believe that the best strategy 
to use would be to build up 
through local trade 


oommuaity with a view to 


counter demonstration picket 
egainat rescue. How-ever, 
what reel good would this 
action do? 1 sincerely doubt 
If It would stop Bescue turning 
up. la Stockport these tactics 
•ere adopted to so real 
positive effect - Beacue still 
picket the clinic, the SWF still 
Bescue. Who wlnsT 
do because they still 


y Mwow was amonpt their I uu 




be no-one outside the clinic at 
all so an obvious step was to 
try and stop Rescue reaching 
the clinic Instead of turning up 
when they were already there. 
Members of Red Action, Direct 
Action Movement, Workers 


The 'quality' of pr 
bigots. 

numbers and It Is believed that 
they were planning to attack 
and occupy the clinic. 

It la doubtful whether Rescue 
have ever met opposition In 
this form and It has been 
reported back to us that 
Rescue activists around the 
country think that a 'riot' 
occurs every Saturday morning 
in Brixton on the route they 
take to the clinic. It la 
certainly true that some 
Rescue activists have turned 
ep for a couple of weeks, seen 
the opposition, and haven't 
been seen at the clinic again. 
Again, they deny having any 
links with extreme right-wing 
organisations but on oae 
occasion 2 'heavies' turned up, 
presumably to protect the 
reecue activists from the 
opposition who we Identified as 
being from Fatrick Harr¬ 
ington's Third way organisation 
(ax National Front Political 
Soldiers). This did not come 
as any surprise to us as In 
America, Rescue have been 
Including 


produced by the 'Pro-Life' 


retain their presence outside 
the clinic. At an SWF branch 
meeting one member suggested 
that Rescue should be moved 
on to the opposite aide of the 
road while the counter- 
demonstration stand outside 
the cllnicl This Is an 
absolutely ludicrous Idea and It 
Just goes to show that the 
SWF have moved away from 
being a revolutionary party. It 
must be stressed again that 
Ideally eo-ooe should be 
outside the clinic and that 
Includes anti-abortionists aad 
pro-abortionists. 

At a recent public meeting 
which wns attended by a 
variety of groups on the left 
and Individuals, there was 
some discussion on how to 
proceed with the campaign 
against Rescue. A march 
through Brixtoo was suggested 
and It Is a way of drawing the 
attention of the public to the 
problem. However we believe 
a 2 avenue approach is the 
beat way forward, using the 
media, public meetings and 
demonstrations whilst 


DEATHSQUAD AMBUSHED 


It has bees reported in the 
British press that 2 members 
of the 1st Battalion Royal 
Greeo Jackets, Darren Farfltt 
(22) and Richard Donkin (II) 
died of self-inflicted gunshot 
wounds at their base at 

Mercer Barracks, Osnabruck, 
W. Germany on Ith and I th 
April. 

Strange you would think, 
except for the fact that on 
Saturday March 24th the IRA 
claimed that they had shot 

dead 2 undercover British 
officers la Cappagh village, N. 
Ireland, a claim flatly denied 
by the British authorities. The 
connection 7 This has coma 

hot on the heels of an 
sdmiaaloe by former Parachute 
Battalion commander Brigadier 
Peter Morton, In his recently 
released book, that the death 

of an army private In South 
Armagh la 1171 by an IRA 
landmine was not disclosed. 
This has only served to 
coeflrm publicly what 
Republicans and many other 
followers of Irish affairs have 
always stated as fact, that the 
deaths of British soldiers (and 
•specially the deaths of 
undercover operatives, the 8A8 
etc) at tha hands of the 1BA 
•re often covered ap by 
claiming that they were the 
victims of car crashes or 
accidents while stationed la 
Oermaay. Tha IRA la Co. 
Tyrone have turned whet 
appears to be a large scale 
operation to murder their 
volunteers completely on Its 
head, killing 2 undercover 
troops and delivering a 


crushing blow to army morale 
in the • counties. Despite 
repeated denials by the 
authorities that there were any 
fatalities and an elaborate 
cover-up plan being put Into 
action, many local people In 
the village have approeebed 
reporters and recounted stories 
that have corroborated the 
IRA's version of events. 

The IRA have stated that the 
killings were the culmination 
of a 3 week long operation 
which had begun whan 
members of an IRA unit who 
had taken an XR3I for use In 
a future operation felt that 
the car was under surveillance 
and that la fact It was 
probably bugged. The IRA In 
turn put a large scale 
surveillance operation Into 
practice and It came to llgkt 
that there ware 8 cars of 2 
man undercovar teams In the 
area. When this was revealed 
the IRA set about planning 
how to 'take out' at least one 
of these teams. The arrival 
of DM8U detachments Into the 
area pointed to tha fact that 
the army was about to exeats 

• number of IB A personnel In 

• 'shoot to kill' type 
mesas ere. The IB A la turn 
deployed 14 of their volunteers 
la the area aad seat out a 
number of decoy vehicles la a 
game of cat and mouse with 
the army. One pf the military 
vehicles was eventually lured 
la to the ana of the XR3I 
which had been hidden. The 
decoy vehicle slipped away and 
•as lost by the army vehicle 


(a Volkswagen Fasaat) which 
then circled the village. Aa It 
drove out of the village It was 
tailed by 3 IB A volunteers 
armed with assault rifles In 
tha XB3L As they cleared the 
last of the houses, oae of the 
volunteers emerged through the 
sun roof and opened fire, 
killing the soldier in the 
passenger seat and wounding 
the driver, causing their car to 
crash. The volunteers then 
pulled alongside the army 
vehicle and continued to fire 
Into It. However, unknown to 
the IRA, other British units 
had dug In previously and bad 
now opened fire: realising the 
situation they were la the 
volunteers made good thalr 

getaway. Heavy fire was still 
being directed at the 

abandoned XR3I observed by 
local people and IRA 
volunteers positioned la the 
village. Minutes after the IRA 
unit had withdrawn, 2 military 
cars showed up at the scene 
and Immediately came under 

fire from their own personnel, 
wounding one of them. Less 

than a minute later further 
army units showed up and the 
shooting at last stopped. Tba 
troops had been shooting wildly 
for a full 5 minutes at both 
nothing and each other. 

A cordon was thrown around a 
five mile radius, but all the 
volunteers escaped. Local 
people were taunted, "two of 
your provo bastards are lyiag 
dead up there oo tha street" 
by a soldier who had obviously 
not realised the true outoome 


of the gun battle! The 
immediate area was sealed off 
for 4 hours. 

A number of local people have 
claimed to have seen the 2 
cars speeding through the 
village and hearing continued 
gunfire. Quoted In the Irish 
News one of them had 
watched from Cappagh'• hill, 
180 yards away, and said, "no 
doubt about It, there ware 
lifeless bodies lying at the 
scene for some considerable 
time". At night, another man 
watched the scene, made 
visible by large army 
floodlights through a pair of 
binoculars and stated that, 
after the car was towed from 
the ditch he taw a soldier 
stagger "from tide to side" 
apparently distraught at 
"whatever he bad seen". "I 
could see It with the big 
lights" ha said. 

"Be went Boon os bln hands 
end katas with his bead In his 
buds nod they Just left Mat 
•lone for a while. Everybody 
around ben la certain that 
soldiers were killed and that 
It's been busied ap for some 
reason". Mr Ed Moloney of 
the Sunday Tribune and tha 
first of the media to question 
the army's version of events, 
said, "What Is clear la that 
there Is a direct coafllct 
between what eyewitnesses say 
what happened and the official 
account". In tha Irish Times 
report, tha RUC denied that 
jaybody had either been killed 
or wounded, but have since 
conceded that a "routine 


unmarked vehicle came under 
fire In the village of Cdppagh. 
There were Injuries but no 
fatalities." 

To Red Actioo the truth Is 
quite clear, that the IRA have 
executed undercover British 
troops and that the authorities 
have put their lie machine Into 
top gear to protect the 
mythical reputation of the SAS 
as Invincible supermen. So 
here's n tip next time there 
•re reports of a gun battle In 
the countryside of N. Ireland 
that Is not spread over the 
tabloids the next day with 
gloating headlines like 'SAS 
heroes kill IRA murderers'; 
check the small print for 
mysterious army hang-glldlng 
fatalities abroadlll 


continuing the. more physical 
method of trying to stop them 
getting to the cilolc. This 
strategy worked well last year 
In AFA'p campaign against 
fascist shbps in London's West 
Bod and could have positive 
results In tha fight against 
Rescue. The people who have 
been opposing Rescue In 
Brixton have launched the 
Clinic Defence Campaign. If 
anyone wishes to contact the 
CDC or If anyone has any 
Information about Rescue In 
their area, write to the Clinic 
Defence Campaign c/o the Red 
Action BM Box no. 


All signed articles are 
that persons mm view,and 
may not necessarily reflect 
Red Action decided policy. 



S.F. Councillor Msrtin kfcCaughey has since reslgned'fof- 
Imrlng unfounded media speculation which has linked 
his nme to the mMmsh of SAS In Cnppefh.-APAB4,14.1.BO. 


